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lives.' He fixed the phrase. He took children as the type of what people should try to become'. He held them up as examples to their elders, which I myself have always thought the chief use of children., if what is perfect should have a use. Dante describes the soul of a man as coming from the hand of God ' weeping and laughing like a little child/ and Christ also saw that the soul of each one should be a guisa di fanciulla che piangendo e ridendo pargoleggia. He felt that life was changeful., fluid, active, and that to allow it to be stereotyped into any form was death. He saw that people should not be too serious over material, common interests; that to be unpractical was to be a great thing : that one should not bother too much over affairs. The birds didn't, why should man? He is charming when he says, ( Take no thought for the morrow; is not the soul more than meat ? is not the body more than raiment ? * A Greek might have used the latter phrase. It is full of Greek feeling. But only Christ could have said both, and so summed up life perfectly